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STANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT
The Stanton Community School District, in partnership with parents and community, is dedicated to providing the highest standard of education to ensure that all students acquire the knowledge necessary to grow, learn, and succeed.

Empowering 
ALL 

Students 
to 
Succeed
NONDISCRIMINATION NOTICE

It is the policy of the Stanton Community School District not to discriminate illegally on the basis of gender, race, color, national origin, religion, creed, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability or socio-economic status in its educational programs or employment practices as required by Title VI and VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Title IX of the 1972 Education amendments, and Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973. If you have questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact K-12 Guidance Counselor/Students Needs Coordinator, Educational Equity Office, School Administration Center, 605 Elliott, Stanton, IA 51573, 712-829-2162, or the Director of Region VII Office of Civil Rights, Department of Education, Kansas City, Missouri.

It is also the policy of the this district that the curriculum content and instructional materials utilized reflect the cultural and racial diversity present in the United States and the variety of careers, roles, and life styles open to women as well as men in our society. One of the objectives of the total curriculum and teaching strategies is to reduce stereotyping and to eliminate bias on the basis of sex, race, ethnicity, religion and disability. The curriculum should foster respect and appreciation for the cultural diversity found in our country and an awareness of the rights, duties, and responsibilities of each individual as a member of a pluralistic society.

Inquired regarding compliance with Title IX, Title VI, or Section 504 may be directed to the K-12 Guidance Counselor/Students Needs Coordinator, Stanton Elementary School, Stanton, Iowa 51573, phone number, 712-829-2162; to the Director of the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, Des Moines, Iowa 515-281-5294; or to the Director of the Region VII Office of Civil Rights, Department of Education, 10220 North Executive Hills Blvd, 8th Floor, Kansas City, Missouri 64153-1367 (816) 891-8156.


EDUCATIONAL BELIEFS OF STANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL

We believe that…
1. The most effective learning comes from a positive, supportive, and committed team of family, school, and community. 

2. High expectations and strong leadership result in excellence and high achievement. 

3. All students can learn, and we can teach them. 

4. All students should possess the skills, knowledge, and attitudes to lead healthy and productive lives and to actively participate as citizens in a rapidly changing democratic and global society. 

5. A positive, caring and safe environment where all persons are respected is essential for student success. 

6. Learning is a life-long process. 

7. District decisions and actions will focus primarily on the welfare and success of students. 

8. Education is constantly changing, and a successful school must also be willing to change in order to best meet the individual needs of all students. 

STUDENT CODE OF ETHICS

The following statements are for use by our elementary students. This code is designed to emphasize the type of citizenship desired in our school.

1. I will treat others with respect and dignity.

2. I will give my best effort and have a positive attitude.

3. I will attend school daily on time and ready to learn.

4. I will work hard to complete my daily work.

5. I will be honest with my teachers, parents, and friends.

6. I will be courteous and sensitive to the individual needs of others.

7. I will conduct myself in a manner that is a credit to my family, my school, and myself.

8. I will strive to be a positive influence and role model for others.

9. I will strive to be a positive leader and promote good citizenship in our school.

10. I will strive to leave behind a school record that is a credit to my years at Stanton Elementary.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT GOALS

Students from the Stanton Community School District will be able to:  

· Express their ideas fluently in written and oral communication

· Display problem-solving skills, academic skills, life skills, and employment skills

· Display behavior that demonstrates an acquired understanding and acceptance of diversity and the rights and dignity of themselves and others

· Use effective teamwork, communication, leadership, and technology skills to enhance the quality of their work places and their lives
· Possess the skills to succeed in the world in which they will work and live after high school

School Long Range Improvement Goals
1.  All K-12 students will perform at proficient levels in reading to succeed in life beyond high school
2.  All K-12 students will perform at proficient levels in math to succeed in life beyond high school
3.  All K-12 students will perform at proficient levels in science to succeed in life beyond high school
4. All K-12 students will be proficient in the application of technology.
5. All students will feel safe and connected personally to our drug free school.

Stanton Elementary School Personnel

Superintendent
Chris Herrick
Principal/Special Education Director

Kevin Blunt

School Board Secretary
Shirley Maxwell

Tammy Boyer

Staff

Maurine Allen-Kindergarten

Susan Peterson-First Grade

Jennifer Burke -Second Grade

Karlie Hyde-Third Grade

Leanne Johnson-Fourth Grade

John Mainquist-Fifth Grade

Lisa Whigham- Resource/Title I Reading/Math

Brandon Mennenoh-Vocal & Instrumental Music

Peggy Driscoll-Art

Connor Kem-Physical Education

Sheila Mainquist-Guidance

John Schultz-Media Specialist

Support Staff
Jody Druivenga-Secretary

Robin Culbertson- Teacher Associate

Karol Johnson-Teacher Associate

Melissa Yeager- Teacher Associate

Bob Reed-Building and Grounds Supervisor/Bus Driver

Stuart Peterson-Custodian

Mindy Williams -Food Director

Steve Johnson-Bus Driver

Tom Johnson-Bus Driver

Larry Watson-Bus Driver

ELEMENTARY DAILY SCHEDULE

KINDERGARTEN

All Day Session……………………………………………………………..8:15 A.M.-3:15 P.M.

Kindergarten Lunch/Recess……………………………………………...11:00 A.M.-12:05 P.M.

FIRST GRADE

Morning Session………………………………………………………….8:15 A.M.-11:00 A.M. 

Lunch/Recess…………………………………………………………….11:00 A.M.-12:05 P.M.

Afternoon Session…………………………………………………………12:05 P.M.-3:15 P.M.

SECOND GRADE

Morning Session………………………………………………………….8:15 A.M.-11:15 A.M. 

Lunch/Recess…………………………………………………………….11:15 A.M.-12:25 P.M.

Afternoon Session…………………………………………………………12:25 P.M.-3:15 P.M.

THIRD GRADE

Morning Session………………………………………………………….8:15 A.M.-11:00 A.M.

Lunch/Recess……………………………………………………………..11:00 P.M.-12:05 P.M.

Afternoon Session…………………………………………………………12:05 P.M.-3:15 P.M.

FOURTH GRADE
Morning Session………………………………………………………….8:15 A.M.-11:40 A.M.

Lunch/Recess……………………………………………………………..11:40 P.M.-12:45 P.M.

Afternoon Session…………………………………………………………12:45 P.M.-3:15 P.M.

FIFTH GRADE

Morning Session………………………………………………………….8:15 A.M.-11:40 A.M.

Lunch/Recess…………………………………………………………….11:40 A.M.-12:45 P.M.

Afternoon Session…………………………………………………………12:4,5 P.M.-3:15 P.M.

The principal, to meet individual needs of classes, may adjust lunch times.

If a student is being picked up at the school by a parent, we require that the student be picked up by 3:15. We ask that you please not disrupt the classes prior to dismissal. Do not leave unparked vehicles unattended.

Stanton Elementary School Supply List

2015-2016

Kindergarten

Crayons (no more than 24 ct.), #2 sharpened pencils (24), Elmer’s school glue and big glue stick, scissors, school box, book bag or backpack (must be able to hold 9x12 papers and books), cloth rug or mat, paint shirt, 2-large boxes of Kleenex, box of plastic sandwich bag, and earphones.

First Grade

#2 sharpened pencils (24), crayons (at least 24 ct.), 8 ct. colored pencils, scissors with points, Elmer’s school glue, glue sticks (2), rectangle erasers (2), colored pens (2), wide-ruled spiral notebook (3), set of 8 washable markers, highlighter (2), pocket folders (4), one 1” three-ring binder, school box, backpack, 3 rolls of paper towels, 2-boxes of Kleenex, box of quart size bags, earbuds, container of antibacterial wet wipes.

Second Grade

#2 sharpened pencils (24), mechanical pencils (8), cap erasers (12), rectangle eraser (2), wide-ruled 70 page spiral notebooks (2), crayons -24 ct, wide-tipped washable markers, scissors with points, Elmer’s glue (1), glue sticks (2), small school box, pocket folders (4), inexpensive clipboard, one easy-to-read ruler (with inches & centimeters), 3-boxes of Kleenex, roll of inexpensive paper towels (1), container of antibacterial wet wipes (1), earbuds, back pack.  Please label items with your child’s name.  Please sharpen all pencils if possible. 

Third Grade

Box of crayons (24 ct), box of colored pencils (24 ct), box of washable markers (8 ct.), 1 pkg. of dry erase markers (4 ct), #2 wooden pencils (24 ct– please sharpen before bringing), 2-pink erasers, 2-large glue sticks, 1 pr. Scissors with pointed tip,( 4) pocket folders (1 each: yellow, blue, red, green), (1) wide ruled spiral notebook,( 2) wide-ruled composition notebooks,(1) 3-ring binder (1inch size, white, presentation cover – no designs), supply box (hard plastic 8.5” x 5”), (2) boxes of Kleenex, ear buds, 1 large container of Clorox wipes, 1 bottle of hand sanitizer.

Fourth Grade

One subject wide-ruled spiral notebook (6), #2 pencils or mechanical pencils (6), erasers, ruler (inches/centimeters), Elmer’s glue (1), glue stick (1), highlighter (2), washable markers, scissors, 8 ct. colored pencils, pocket folders (6), 2-boxes of Kleenex, hand-held pencil sharpener, red pen (3), earbuds, 2 containers of Clorox wipes, 1 bottle of hand sanitizer.

Fifth Grade

Calculator (basic – 4 function, inexpensive), #2 sharpened pencils(24),  mechanical pencils (6), large rectangle eraser, small hand-held pencil sharpener (1), black ink pens (2), blue ink pens (2), red ink pens (2), ruler (inches/centimeter), Elmer’s glue (1 bottle), scissors (1), highlighter (2-yellow), set of 8 washable markers, crayons (24 ct.), colored pencils (24 ct.), wide-ruled notebook paper (1 pkg.), one-subject wide-ruled notebooks (6), pocket folders (red, blue, green, orange, purple, black), pocket folder (any design or color), clipboard (1), 1-box of Kleenex, 100 ct. 3x5 ruled index cards, 1 container Clorox wipes, 1 set inexpensive earbuds, pencil box.

ASBESTOS

Asbestos has been an issue of concern for many years. Congress enacted the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) in 1986 to determine the extent of asbestos in the schools and to act as a guide in formulating asbestos management policies for the schools.

Asbestos has been used as a building material for many years. It is a naturally occurring mineral that is mined primarily in Canada and South Africa, and the U.S.S.R. The properties of asbestos make it an ideal material for insulating, sound absorption, decorative plasters, fireproofing, and a variety of miscellaneous uses. There have been over 3000 different products manufactured using asbestos. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) began action to limit its uses in 1973. 1978 banned most of the asbestos products used as building materials.

The institute for Environmental Assessment was employed by the Stanton Community School District in 1986 to inspect school buildings and determine if there are any asbestos containing materials (ACM), especially in the form that could represent a risk. Of most concern are areas of asbestos-bearing materials, which can be easily crumbled under pressure (friable materials) and inhaled into the lungs.

Beyond the asbestos assumed to be located in some concrete, roofing felts, pipe elbows, carpet glue, etc. which is minimal public health concern, asbestos was found in some of the following types of materials: thermal pipe joint connections, thermal pipe insulation, thermal boiler insulations and vinyl floor tile.

Stanton Community School has a minimum of ACM in its high school building. Certified EPA personnel have properly encapsulated these materials. Signs are also posted in each of these areas. Additionally, these areas are inspected every 6 months.  Encapsulated asbestos containing materials were found primarily in non-occupied locations such as the custodial storage room, and boiler room at the High School. No known dangers to students or employees currently exist. The new elementary school is ASBESTOS FREE.
A detailed Asbestos Management Building Plan is on file in the school building. The public upon request may inspect this plan. A District Plan is also available for review at the office of the Superintendent of Schools. The Stanton School District has complied with recent legislation and has sent an Asbestos Management Plan to the State Department of Education prior to the deadline.

The Board of Directors and Administration plan to meet or exceed EPA standards as required by law and do whatever is necessary to continually ensure a healthy working/teaching/learning school environment. As always, your input and/or concerns are welcome. On behalf of the Board of Directors, we like to thank you for your continued support and cooperation.

ATTENDANCE

Every effort should be made toward getting students to school every day on time. Much of the child’s progress depends on his/her regular attendance at school as students who do not attend school on a regular basis develop gaps in their learning. Students with poor attendance patterns are more likely to drop out before graduation from high school. Parents should not expect their child to be promoted if skills are not mastered due to excessive absences. Students that arrived to school after 10:00 A.M. will be counted a half day absent for the morning and students that leave before 2:00 will be counted a half day absent for the afternoon.

PARENTS NEED TO CALL THE SCHOOL EACH DAY THAT A STUDENT IS NOT IN SCHOOL. A written note is required only if the parents or guardian does not make telephone contact. Written excuses from the parent should include:

1. Date of absence

2. Exact reason for absence

3. Parent’s signature

Compulsory Attendance Law

Each child between the ages of six and sixteen is required to be in attendance at least 148 days during the school year and at least 37 days per quarter. Students under age 16 on September 15th are required to attend school through the remainder of the year after the student’s 16th birthday. Failure to do so can result in the child being declared truant and appropriate charges filed with the County Attorney.

Excused and Unexcused Absences

Absences approved by the principal shall be excused absences. These are absences that cannot be avoided. These absences include, but are not limited to personal illness, death or serious illness in the immediate family or household, medical or dental appointments that could not be arranged other than during school time, work for parents on a short-term basis, reasons which can be justified from an educational standpoint, authorized religious holidays, and school-sponsored or approved activities. There are times, however, when school officials may determine that problems associated with absence from school are out-weighed by the advantage of an activity or trip. Attendance at such approved trips will not be considered an absence from school. 

1. Any child who is gone from school half or more of the AM or PM will be counted absent for that half day. Students who are sent home with a temperature should not return to school that day. He/she should NOT RETURN TO SCHOOL UNTIL HIS/HER TEMPERATURE HAS BEEN NORMAL FOR 24 HOURS. Any exceptions must have the approval of the building principal.

2. An excused absence is an absence that is approved by the school. Students who have excused absences will be allowed to make up their work upon returning to school. Parents will be kept informed of the number of absences. The school will notify parents of students who have missed ten days in a quarter.

3. An absence is considered unexcused if the school does not receive a note or phone call from the student’s parent regarding the student’s absence from school or the reason for the absence is not approved by the administration.

An excused absence entitles the student to make up his/her work for credit. The responsibility for carrying out this make-up work rests with the student. The teacher’s responsibility is to cooperate with the student by providing assignments and help if needed, permitting tests to be made up, and projects handed in. Make-up work is to be completed within a reasonable time after the absence. Generally speaking, a reasonable time may be considered twice the length of time (i.e. three days absent, six days for make-up). If there are any questions concerning the length of time given for make-up work, the student should contact the teacher immediately upon returning to school.

Absences, including tardiness, which is not approved by the principal, shall be unexcused absences. These absences shall include, but not be limited to shopping, oversleeping, hair appointments, personal tasks, truancy, and gainful employment.

Repeated Absenteeism

It shall be within the discretion of the principal to investigate and determine whether special action is necessary for students who are absent repeatedly. Notes from a doctor verifying illnesses will be required when repeated absences are due to illness or a student has been absent on more than 10 occasions during a semester.. It shall be within the discretion of the principal to determine whether a student is “absent repeatedly” on a case-by-case basis (Refer to Board Policy Code No. 501.9). Periodically, during the quarter/semester, student records are routinely examined regarding school attendance and tardies. It is then determined if it is necessary to update the parent or guardian regarding the number of days missed, and request that the student miss no further days, except for illness. The parent or guardian may also be requested to visit the school to discuss the attendance of their child. If, after the above steps have been taken, and the student continues to have irregular attendance, the administration may notify the Board of Education and recommend that the student re-take the grade the following year. 
Leaving School Early 

If any student is to leave the school for any reason with a parent or someone other than the parent, legal guardian, or non-guardian, the student must bring a written note (signed and dated) from a parent and/or guardian indicating that he/she will be picked up. The note should include the person’s name and relationship to the family. The child will report to the school office at dismissal time instead of leaving the building and the person who is picking up the child is to present herself/himself in the school office for identification. All students leaving the school before the end of the school day are to sign out through the office.
Notifying the School of Absences/Tardies

If your child must be absent from or tardy to school because of illness or other reasons, it is the parent’s responsibility to notify the school between 7:30 and 9:00 a.m. Steps will be taken to contact parents who have not notified the school concerning their child’s absence. If your child needs to leave early for a doctor or dentist appointment, please call or send a note. Notify the school if you plan to pick your child up early.

Tardies

Any student not in his/her classroom at 8:15 AM will be counted tardy. Students are expected to arrive at school on time and will need to bring a note from their parent when they are late or the student will automatically receive an unexcused tardy. Unexcused tardies shall include, but not be limited to shopping, oversleeping, hair appointments, tasks, truancy, and gainful employment. Unexcused tardies will result in consequences for the student.  The first three unexcused tardies of the semester will result in warnings. The fourth and fifth unexcused tardies will cause the student to make up the time missed. Tardies in excess of five will result in detention for each tardy. Tardies may be counted against perfect attendance if they exceed three.

BEHAVIORAL EXPECATIONS AND JURISDICTIONAL STATEMENT 
This handbook is an extension of board policy and is a reflection of the goals and objectives of the school board.  The board, administration and employees expect students to conduct themselves in a manner fitting to their age level and maturity and with respect and consideration for the rights of others.  Students are expected to treat teachers, employees, students, visitors and guests with respect and courtesy.  Students may not use abusive language, profanity or obscene gestures or language.   

This handbook and school district policies, rules and regulations are in effect while students are on school grounds, school district property or on property within the jurisdiction of the school district; while on school-owned and/or school-operated buses or vehicles or chartered buses; while attending or engaged in school activities; and while away from school grounds if the misconduct directly affects the good order, efficient management and welfare of the school district or involves students or staff.  A violation of a school district policy, rule, regulation or student handbook may result in disciplinary action and may affect a student's eligibility to participate in extracurricular activities whether the violation occurred while school was in session or while school was not in session. 

Students are expected to comply with and abide by the school district's policies, rules, regulations and student handbook.  Students who fail to abide by the school district's policies, rules, regulations and student handbook may be disciplined for conduct which disrupts or interferes with the education program; conduct which disrupts the orderly and efficient operation of the school district or school activity; conduct which disrupts the rights of other students to obtain their education or to participate in school activities; or conduct which interrupts the maintenance of a disciplined atmosphere.  Disciplinary measures include, but are not limited to, removal from the classroom, detention, suspension, probation and expulsion.  Discipline can also include prohibition from participating in extracurricular activities.  The discipline imposed is based upon the facts and circumstances surrounding the incident and the student's record.

The school reserves and retains the right to modify, eliminate or establish school district policies, rules, regulations and student handbook provisions as circumstances warrant, including those contained in the handbook.  Students are expected to know the contents of the handbook and comply with it.  Students or parents with questions or concerns may contact the superintendent or principal for information about the current enforcement of the policies, rules, regulations or student handbook of the school district.

Discipline

The goal of the board of directors is to ensure the right of all students to a safe and productive educational environment in which they may learn the skills and attitudes necessary to develop and to mature as responsible adults, accountable for their own actions. It is very important that your child understands the necessity of following rules and regulations in order to have the best educational environment for learning. It is imperative that those students who come to school to learn be afforded that opportunity. It is our sincere hope that the school and the home will join together in this effort so that we can successfully provide an optimum learning environment for all children. (Refer to Board Policy Code No. 503.1/503.1R1)
Suspension, Detentions, Probation, Removal from class, and In-School Suspensions

It is necessary occasionally to detain students after regular school hours as a consequence for misbehavior. This is considered to be a detention and its length is determined by the seriousness of the misbehavior(s). A student may be kept after regular school hours to complete unfinished schoolwork or homework. Students will be made aware ahead of time concerning expectations for their work.

If a child is to be kept after school to finish homework or for discipline consequences, the teacher will communicate with the parent, in advance, by telephone or writing as to the reason why he/she has detention. Students may be allowed one day to make arrangements for transportation, if necessary. 

Teachers will supervise their own detentions. Detention time begins immediately after school at 3:15 P.M. and will last until 4:00 P.M. Parents are expected to work with the teacher/principal in a joint effort to meet the individual needs of the child and resolve any problems.

The principal may suspend a student from school for a period not exceeding ten (10) days for breach of discipline. Students will be afforded due process before being suspended (Refer to Board Policy Code No. 503.1/503.1R1). Upon verification of facts, suspension may occur for the following causes:

1. Theft.

2. Threatening, intimidation or menacing any other person.

3. Use of profane or indecent language either verbally or in writing.

4. Possession or use of tobacco.

5. Possession or use of alcohol or controlled substances.

6. Fighting.

7. Disorderly conduct.

8. Truancy.

9. Insubordination.

10. Vandalism or willful damage to property.

11. Tampering with the fire alarm system.

12. Willful disruption of school or interfering with the peaceful conduct of the activities of the school.

13. Harassment.

14. Other causes not specifically outline as they may occur. 

Expulsion

Only the Board of Directors may remove a student from the school environment on a long-term basis. The removal of a student from the school environment, which includes, but is not limited to, classes and activities, is an expulsion from school.

It shall be within the discretion of the Board of Directors to discipline a student by using an expulsion for a single offense or for a series of offenses depending on the nature of the offense and the circumstances surrounding the offense. (Refer to Board Policy Code No. 503.2).

Use of Force



This section shall allow all school personnel to exercise reasonable and appropriate physical restraint when the actions of a student are such that the student may inflict harm to himself/herself or others.

School personnel shall use the least amount of physical restraint as necessary and the physical restraint must not cause serious or permanent harm to the student. Whenever physical restraint is used, it shall be reported to the building principal.

(Refer to Board Policy Code No. 503.5).
Physical Attacks







In the event any officer, employee or agent of the district is attacked or threatened by a student or group of students, the school officer, employee or agent shall immediately report the incident to the building principal. The employees may use reasonable force to protect themselves and others. The student(s) shall be suspended for five (5) school days and may be recommended for expulsion. The procedures for suspensions and expulsions outlined in sections 503.1R1, and 503.2 shall apply.
Dissemination







The superintendent or his designee shall provide for the dissemination of this policy 502/503 to students, parents, and the employees of the district.

This policy 502/503 shall be published in student handbooks, and shall be posted in at least one location in each attendance center, and copies shall be available in each building principal's office.

BICYCLES

Bike racks are provided for students who ride bicycles to school. Locking bicycles is highly recommended. Students, who do not demonstrate knowledge of bicycle driving rules and regulations, practice safe driving or use behavior not conducive to safety, may be denied the privilege of riding their bike to school. Students are also strongly encouraged to wear bike helmets for safety. The school is not responsible for stolen bicycles.

BUS BEHAVIOR
Your child is responsible for good conduct while riding in the bus. The bus driver is in charge of the bus and he/she will expect good behavior from each child. Students who consistently break the rules will lose their privilege of riding the bus for a period of time.

Rules and Regulations

1. Drivers will follow the schedule established by the Superintendent as nearly as possible.

2. Drivers will wait for pupils at the designated pick-up point until the scheduled departure time.

3. Drivers will have their buses parked at the school’s pick-up point at least 5 minutes prior to elementary school dismissal time (3:10).

4. Students are the driver’s responsibility while they are loading the bus, while they are on the bus, and until they have safely disembarked from the bus including crossing the road, if crossing the road is necessary. The driver is also responsible for discipline on the bus. Students must never be boisterous, stand, or switch seats while the bus is in motion, or misbehave and bother other students. Only quiet talking will be tolerated. If a student disregards the rules, and fails to cooperate with the drive, parents will be notified. If the problem continues the principal will be notified. The student may be suspended from riding the bus for a period of time.

5. Students should get on the bus immediately, sit down, and visit quietly until departure time. If a pupil consistently is boisterous, or misbehaves, parents will be notified. A bus driver will not simply remove the student from the bus, only the administration can do this.

6. If a bus is late for some reason, students should wait a safe distance from the loading zone.

7. The driver is responsible to know and follow the rules and suggestions given in the handbook and by the Administration.

8. Each bus driver will hold an annual safety orientation session on the first Friday after school begins for those students who ride the bus.

9. Each driver will conduct an emergency bus safety drill at least once each semester. Drivers will unload the bus under mock emergency conditions.

STUDENTS MUST HAVE A NOTE FOR THE BUS DRIVER IN ORDER TO BE LEFT ANY PLACE OTHER THAN THE REGULAR STOP. HIS/HER PARENT/GUARDIAN AND THE BUILDING PRINCIPAL OR HIS DESIGNEE MUST SIGN THIS NOTE. 

Bus Conduct on Routes and Activities

Cooperative passenger of the school bus must be able to make the following statements honestly:

1. I always walk on the left side of the highway facing traffic when there are no sidewalks.

2. When walking along the highways with other children, I walk single file or not more than two abreast.

3. I do not play games on the street, highway, or parking lot while waiting for the school bus.

4. I start to school on time so that I do not have to take unnecessary chances, and I am always on time for the school bus.

5. I never ask or accept rides from strangers.

6. I do not push my playmates on the way to school.

7. I wait for the bus to come to a full stop before I attempt to get on the bus or before I get up from my seat to get off the bus.

8. I go immediately to my assigned seat and stay there until the bus comes to a complete halt at my assigned stop or at the school.

9. I do not tamper with the bus or any of its equipment.

10. I never tamper with the windows; I never put my hands, arms, legs or any part of my body out of the windows, whether the bus is stopped or moving.

11. I always observe classroom conduct on the bus.

12. I do not talk with the driver while the bus is in motion.

13. I do not spit or throw trash in or around the bus.

14. I am always a courteous traveler.

15. I always obey and cooperate with the driver.

16. I leave the bus at other than my assigned stop only with the consent of the driver and principal.

17. When I leave the school bus to cross the road, I always cross in front of the bus.

18. I wait for the bus only at the designated places, and stay out of the street or parking lot until the bus arrives.

19. I cross the street or highway when the driver has signaled that the way is clear.

20. ABSOLUTELY NO EATING OR DRINKING ON THE BUS UNLESS PREVIOUSLY OKAYED BY THE ADMINISTRATION.

CANDY, GUM, AND POP
Students will not be permitted to bring candy or gum to school. Exceptions to the rule include birthday treats or special class events. Pop, fruit juices, punch, etc. are not allowed in the classrooms. Special circumstances other than those previously listed may be granted subject to approval by the building principal.

CHEATING
Cheating is hard to define because people interpret cheating differently. For our purposes at school, any student giving or receiving answers on schoolwork without doing the work themselves will be considered guilty of cheating. Those guilty of cheating will receive a failing grade for that assignment. Any situation with extenuating circumstances will be reported to the principal and he/she will consider each case accordingly. Otherwise, each teacher will judge the situation on its own merits.

We want to encourage parents giving extra help at home.  Helping your child work out a problem or understand a concept is not the same as giving or copying an answer from someone else without the student attempting to do the work.

CITIZENSHIP

As part of the students’ education program, students shall have an opportunity to learn about their rights, privileges, and responsibilities as citizens of this country, state, and school district community. As part of this learning opportunity students shall be instructed in the elements of good citizenship and the role quality citizens play in their country, state, and school district (Refer to Board Policy 603.11).

CLOTHING

The way people dress influences the manner in which they conduct themselves. This is especially true for students. Because we believe that school is a “place of learning,” we ask students to dress accordingly. There is a strong connection between academic performance, students' appearance and students' conduct. Students should wear clothes becoming to young people and suitable for schoolwork. Items of clothing that disrupt the learning environment, such as shirts with alcohol, smoking, and inappropriate artwork advertisement, clothing displaying obscenity, profanity, vulgarity, racial or sexual remarks, making reference to prohibited conduct or similar displays are prohibited. For safety purpose, billfold chains are prohibited. Parents are asked to not allow their child to wear clothing to school that would disrupt learning or be embarrassing to them or the school. This is a parent responsibility, however, for those students who do not dress appropriately for school, the administration will make the final determination of appropriateness of the student’s appearance. 
Students are prohibited from wearing shoes with cleats except for outdoor athletic practices. Under certain circumstances or during certain classes or activities a stricter dress code may be appropriate, and students must comply with the stricter requirement. The principal makes the final determination of the appropriateness of the student's appearance. Students inappropriately dressed are required to change their clothing or leave the school.

Inappropriate student appearance may cause material and substantial disruption to the school environment or present a threat to the health and safety of students, employees and visitors on school grounds. Students are expected to adhere to reasonable levels of cleanliness and modesty.
COMMUNICABLE AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Students who have an infectious or communicable disease are allowed to attend school as long as they are able to do so and their presence does not pose an unreasonable risk of harm to themselves or does not create a substantial risk of illness or transmission to other students or employees.  If there is a question about whether a student should continue to attend classes, the student shall not attend class or participate in school activities without their personal physician's approval.  Infectious or communicable diseases include, but are not limited to, mumps, measles and chicken pox.
COMMUNICATIONS

School communications will be sent to the parent who has legal custody when there is a question of who to inform.  When there is joint legal custody, communications will be sent to the parent who has physical custody. Parents who are not receiving official school communications can receive these communications by providing a written request to the building principal. Parents need to notify the school office if there is a change in a child’s after school or emergency dismissal plans. 

COMPUTER REGULATIONS

See INTERNET USE 

DAMAGE TO PRIVATE PROPERTY

Occasionally, incidents occur in which one student’s property is damaged or stolen by another student. In those cases the guilty person will be treated in accordance with whatever school rules have been broken. The school will not be responsible for setting the price of damaged or stolen property, nor will it be responsible for collecting the costs for the owner. It will be responsibility of the students and their parents to determine how much will be paid and to collect the costs. The building principal will notify parents accordingly. The parents may report the incident to the sheriff’s department for further investigation.

DAMAGE TO SCHOOL PROPERTY

All damage to school property should be reported immediately to the classroom teacher or principal. We acknowledge that accidents can happen regardless of how careful the person is trying to be. With accidental breakage or damage to a piece of equipment or material, reimbursement is usually not required. Students are responsible for any damage that they do to the buildings, furnishings, buses, or books of the Stanton Community School District, and shall pay in full for willfully defacing or damaging any school property. If something is damaged or broken because a student was breaking a rule or being careless, or because he/she destroyed it intentionally, those will require restitution and/or reimbursement involved at whatever the cost is to the school. The student may also be disciplined by any other means set forth in this policy, dependent upon the severity of the damage, the circumstances of the incident and the prior history of the student (Refer to Board Policy Code 502.2).

Students should take special note to return library books, as lost books will need to be replaced by the student. Damage to library books will result in a fine. The replacement cost for all library books not returned to the school will be determined by the classroom teacher, librarian, and principal. The cost to replace classroom textbooks will be determined by the original cost of the textbook. Students who have not paid fines or owe a school bill will need to have their parents meet with the building principal prior to picking up their report card.

DEFINITIONS

In this handbook, the word "parent" also means "guardian" unless otherwise stated.  An administrator's title, such as superintendent or principal, also means that individual's designee unless otherwise stated.  The term "school grounds" includes the school district facilities, school district property, property within the jurisdiction of the school district or school district premises, school-owned or school-operated buses or vehicles and chartered buses.  The term "school facilities" includes school district buildings and vehicles.  The term "school activities" means all school activities in which students are involved whether they are school-sponsored or school-approved, whether they are an event or an activity, or whether they are held on or off school grounds.
DETENTION AND AFTER SCHOOL HOURS


See BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS
DISCIPLINE

See BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS 

DUAL ENROLLMENT

Home school or home school assistance program students enrolled in classes or participating in school activities in the school district are subject to the same policies, rules and regulations as other students and are disciplined in the same manner as other students.  Dual enrollment students interested in participating in school activities or enrolling in classes should contact the building principal.

EARLY ARRIVAL

Supervision by school staff begins at 8:00 a.m. Please do not send your child before that time unless they plan to participate in the breakfast program, scheduled activity, or meeting with a teacher. Students will line up with their grade level.

EARLY DISMISSALS

Early dismissal notices for in-service will be sent home in regular school communications. For announcements of early dismissal or no school due to “bad weather,” listen to KMA 960, Shenandoah and KCSI 95.3, Red Oak. Please do not call the school, superintendent, or principal to find out if there is school. School will be in session unless closing information is given on the radio. Announcements will be made by 6:30 A.M. whenever possible. Please plan with your child what to do on a scheduled early dismissal day, as well as what to do when unusual weather occurs and school is dismissed early. 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Students should have opportunities to use a wide variety of technologies and learn responsible use of different forms of technology.  Personal devices such as MP3 players, iPods, cellular phones, and similar electronic devices may be brought to school for educational uses.  However, the school will not be responsible for lost or stolen devices. 

Proper etiquette must be used at all times and students must have permission of the classroom teacher to use any device(s) in their classroom.  Cell phones should not be used during passing time.  Improper use may lead to confiscation of the device(s).  At the discretion of the administration, repeated offenses will lead to loss of privileges for an extended period of time.  Any inappropriate activity may lead to legal and disciplinary action.
In the event of an illness or emergency, parents/guardians and students are to use the school phones.  Students are not to call their parents/guardians directly to pick them up if they feel sick.  Students must report to the office and the office will contact the parents/guardians.
EMERGENCY DRILLS
Periodically the school holds emergency fire and tornado drills.  At the beginning of each semester, teachers notify students of the procedures to follow in the event of a drill.  Emergency procedures and proper exit areas are posted in all rooms.

Students are expected to remain quiet and orderly during a drill or an emergency.  Students who pull the fire alarm or call in false alarms, in addition to being disciplined under the school district's policies, rules and regulations, may be reported to law enforcement officials.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

In case of an accident, the school will immediately try to contact the child’s parents using the information provided at registration. When it becomes apparent that the student should be sent home because of illness, parents will be notified to come to pick up their child while the child waits in the office area. In both cases, if parents cannot be reached, others designated on the card will be called. If no one can be contacted about the accident, instructions for calling the doctor or hospital as given on the card will be followed. Children WILL NOT be sent home without the parent/guardian having been previously contacted.

FEES

Registration Fee




Lunch Price Per Day

For all students

$TBD



K-5  gr. student

$ TBD




6 – 12th gr. student
$ TBD




Adults


$ TBD 








Breakfast





K-12 gr. student

$ TBD




Adults


$ TBD
Free and reduced lunches are available for those who qualify. Applications and guidelines are available at registration in August upon request.  Students qualifying for free lunches are required to pay for milk when they bring a cold lunch and want milk from the school lunch program. Students who bring sack lunches will also eat in the lunchroom. They may purchase a carton of milk in the lunchroom if they desire to do so.

Please ensure that lunch accounts are continually funded. Students who have a negative balance may be asked to bring a sack lunch until the account is replenished.

FIELD TRIPS

Each year parents are asked to give consent allowing their children to go on educational field trips with their class. A written notice of field trips will be sent home prior to the event. If you have any questions about the field trip, please call your child’s teachers. Students will not attend field trips unless parent permission slips are signed and returned by the requested date. The principal will make the final decision when unusual circumstances arise. 

FIRE DRILLS
The superintendent will form Fire Drills procedures. Students will be expected to follow all procedures as set forth at the practice drills.  In order to make our school as safe as possible, it will be necessary to have fire drills throughout the school year.

GRADING

JMC Online Grading Plan

JMC, our online Grades 1-12 grading program, allows students and parents greater access to the students’ academic progress.  Each parent will be assigned a username and password that will work for each of his/her children.  They may check students’ grades at any time of the day or semester.

Grades 1-12 teachers will be required to update grades in a timely fashion.  In most cases, this will be done within 1-2 days of the assignment being turned in.  Longer or larger assignments may be entered within 7 calendar days of completion.  This will not only expedite and improve access to student grades but will make students, parents, and teachers more accountable for improved student performance and success.

GRADING SCALE (Grades 3-5)
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GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE
Any student or employee of the Stanton Community School District shall have the right to file a formal complaint alleging non-compliance with regulations outlined in Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act* (Not required by federal law but recommended as good administrative policy), Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 1973.

Level One-Principal or Immediate Supervisor
(Informal & Optional-may be bypassed by the grievant)

Any employee with a grievance of discrimination on the basis of sex, race, national origin or disability may first discuss it with his/her principal or immediate supervisor, with object of resolving the matter informally. A student with a complaint of discrimination on the basis of sex, race, national origin or disability may discuss it with his/her teacher, counselor, or building administrator.

Level Two-Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504 Compliance Officer
If the grievance is not resolved at level one and the employee or student wishes to pursue the grievance, the employee or student may formalize it by filing a complaint in writing on a Compliance Violation form, which may be obtained from the Compliance Officer. The complaint shall state the nature of the grievance and remedy requested. The filing of the formal, written complaint at level two must be within fifteen (15) working days from date of the event giving rise to the grievance or from the date the grievance could reasonably become aware of such occurrence. The grievance may request that a meeting concerning that complaint be held with the Compliance Officer. A minor student may be accompanied to that meeting by a parent or guardian. The Compliance Officer shall investigate the complaint and attempt to resolve it. A written report from the Compliance Officer regarding action taken will be sent within fifteen (15) working days after receipt of the complaint.

Title VI*, Title IX, and Section 504 Compliance Officer Name:  Sheila Mainquist, Guidance Counselor

Office Address: Stanton High School

Phone Number: 712-829-2162 

Office Hours: 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. Monday through Friday

Level Three-Superintendent
If the complaint is not resolved at level two, the grievant may process it to level three by presenting a written appeal to the Superintendent within ten (10) working days after the grievant receives the report from the Compliance Officer. The grievant may request a meeting with the Superintendent or his/her designee. The Superintendent or his/her designee has the option of meeting with the grievant to discuss the appeal. The Superintendent or his/her designee will render a decision within ten (10) working days after receipt of the written appeal.

This procedure in no way denies the right of the grievant to file formal complaints with the Iowa Civil Rights Commission or other agencies available for mediation or rectification of affirmative action grievances, or to seek private counsel for complaints alleging discrimination.

GUIDANCE

During almost every student’s life the need arises for counseling. This counseling may take place during individual or group sessions.

The needs and problems of the individual or group may fall in one or more of the following areas: finance, living conditions, employment, curriculum and teaching procedures, social and extra-curricular development, value system, adjustment to school, morals and religion, home and family, and peers.

It is critical when potential problems arise that the appropriate person is notified. The school nurse, teacher, and the principal may also provide counseling within their roles.

HARASSMENT/BULLYING

It is the policy of the Stanton Community Schools to maintain a learning and working environment that is free from harassment/bullying. The school district prohibits harassment, bullying, hazing, or any other victimization based on real or perceived race, sex, creed, color, national origin, religion, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, physical appearance, and/or personality characteristics. School employees shall be responsible for promoting understanding and acceptance of, and assuring compliance with, state and federal laws and board policy and procedures governing harassment within the school setting. Students whose behavior is found to be in violation of this policy will be subject to the district’s investigation procedure that may result in disciplinary action including expulsion. Students who believe they have suffered harassment shall report such matters in a timely manner to a teacher, a counselor, or a building administrator. (Refer to Board Policy Code No. 502.10).

Reporting Harassment/Bullying

Step 1: 
Communicate to the harasser that you expect the behavior to stop. You may do so verbally or in writing. If you need assistance communicating with the harasser, ask a teacher, counselor, or principal to help.

Step 2:
If the harassment does not stop or you do not feel comfortable confronting the harasser, you should:

a. Tell a teacher, counselor, or principal. 

b. Write down exactly what happened, keep a copy for yourself, and give one to the teacher, counselor or principal, including the following details:


* What happened

* When it happened

* Where it happened



* Who harassed

* List any witnesses

* What you said/did



* How you felt

* How harasser responded 
* Note exactly what was said

Step 3:
If the behavior is repeated, go to a higher authority (i.e. building principal, central office administrators). Board Policy 502.10E1 

HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS

The board authorizes the development of a comprehensive hazardous chemical communication program for the school district to disseminate information about hazardous chemicals in the workplace. School district personnel who will be instructing or otherwise working with students shall disseminate information about the hazardous chemicals they will be working with as part of the instructional program. School district personnel are required to disseminate the information when the materials are used in the instructional program (Refer to Board Policy 403.4).

HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH
The board shall make reasonable efforts to identify homeless children and youth of school age within the district, encourage their enrollment and eliminate existing barriers to the education which may exist in district policies or practices (Refer to Board Policy 501.16). 

A homeless child is defined as a child or youth between the ages of 5 and 21 who lacks a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence and includes a child or youth who is living on the street, in a car, tent, or abandoned building or some other form of shelter not designed as permanent home; who is living in a community shelter facility; or who is living with non-nuclear family members or with friends, who may or may not have legal guardianship over the child or youth of school age.

HOMEWORK

Homework is work assigned during the regular class period and is expected to be completed outside the regular class time. This allows for more teacher-student interaction during the day and the opportunity for concepts to be reinforced in order to increase student understanding. The assigned homework will not only teach skills and concepts but also teach responsibility and foster the development of good study skills, which are important to students’ school success.

The basic philosophy of Stanton Community Schools is to challenge each student to perform at his/her full potential and promote lifelong learning. This can be best achieved by putting forth maximum effort during the regular school day in both the areas of teacher instruction and student learning. Instruction during the school day shall consist of teacher demonstration, guided practice, supervised study time and individual help as needed.

Therefore, the maximum amount of homework assigned per night will be following:



Kindergarten……………………….0 to 10 minutes



First Grade…………………………10 to 15 minutes



Second and Third Grade………….20 to 30 minutes



Fourth and Fifth Grade…..35 to 60 minutes

Homework should not be assigned every single night and, of course, those who want to do more may do so under the direction and approval of the teacher and parent. The school also recognizes that family time and other activities are also important to the overall development of each child.

Absences Resulting in Incomplete Work
Students absent from school due to illness will need to make up work when they return.   Students will be given two days to complete the makeup work for each day absent. In the case of extended illness, the teacher can prepare make-up work to take home.  Notify the school early in the day (before 11:00 AM) if you want work to be gathered for student completion. When students know in advance that they will miss school it is the student’s responsibility to get the assignments from the teacher. Work should be made up (to the extent possible) before the anticipated absence.

Parents Can Help By:

1. Providing a regular time, needed materials, and suitable place to study.

2. Supporting the school and the homework policy by reinforcing the value of homework.

3. Conferring with the teacher if there is a question about the purposes or procedures of the homework.

4. Being a guide and resource person, but insisting the child completes the homework.

ILLNESS

Parents are encouraged to have children examined annually by their family physician and dentist. A child should not be sent to school if there is a question of his/her being well. Be aware that the school nurse does not diagnose illness. Contact your family doctor for a diagnosis. Children who show any of the following signs or symptoms should not be in school:

1. Acute cold, sore throat, earache or swollen glands.

2. Red or discharging eyes.

3. Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea.

4. Fever…your child’s temperature should have returned to the normal level for 24 hours before returning to school.

Students will need a doctor’s excuse if they need to stay in during recess time for more than two days, or miss a Special (PE, Art, or 

Music) for more than 2 consecutive class periods.

When you must keep your child home, telephone the school between 7:30-9:00 a.m. giving the reason for his/her absence. If you are 

unable to telephone the school, your child should bring a written explanation from you when he/she returns to school.

It is important that allergies, unusual physical conditions, etc., be communicated at registration. It is vital that the information provided is current. The school should be notified immediately of change in address or telephone number so that parents or guardians can be contacted quickly in the event of illness or emergency.
A student who becomes ill or is injured at school must notify his or her teacher or another employee as soon as possible.  In the case of a serious illness or injury, the school shall attempt to notify the parents according to the information on the emergency form.  If the student is too ill to remain in school, the student will be released to the student's parents or, with parental permission, to another person directed by the parents.

While the school district is not responsible for treating medical emergencies, employees may administer emergency or minor first aid if possible.  The school will contact emergency medical personnel, if necessary, and attempt to notify the parents where the student has been transported for treatment. 

INSURANCE

The school does not provide medical insurance for your child and is not responsible for medical costs resulting from accidents or injuries at school. An all-pupil insurance program may be offered to the parents of pupils in the district. The purchase of pupil insurance shall be voluntary with the entire cost being paid by the student or his parents (Refer to Board Policy 507.6). Parents can apply for low- or no-cost health insurance for their children through the state’s Healthy and Well Kids in Iowa (HAWK-I) program.  Children birth to 19, who meet certain criteria, are eligible.  The coverage includes doctor’s visits, hearing services, dental care, prescription, immunizations, physical therapy, vision care, speech therapy and hospital services to name a few.  Parents are urged to call 1-800-257-8563 (toll-free) or go to the web site at www.hawk-i.org for more information.

School insurance will be sold during the first part of the school year. Participation in the program will cover the students for the entire year. All accidents happening on the way to school or on the way home from school or at school should be reported to the office or to the homeroom teacher as soon as possible.

INTERNET USE
The Stanton Community School District would like to offer students access to the Internet. The vast domain of information contained within the Internet’s libraries can provide unlimited opportunities to students. Students will be able to access the Internet through their teachers and must do so under his/her direct supervision. All students wishing to use the Internet throughout the year must have a permission form signed by their parents or guardian (Refer to Board Policy Code No. 605.6).

All information on the Stanton Community School District computers belongs to the school district. Any inappropriate activity or visiting of inappropriate sites (no games) will lead to legal and disciplinary action in the handbook and/or the following consequences (Refer to Board Policy Code No. 605.6):

1. First Offense: The student may lose access for up to three weeks at the discretion of the supervising teacher or principal.

2. Second Offense: The student will lose access for a period of three weeks.

3. Third Offense: The Student will forfeit all Internet privileges for the balance of the school year.

LOST AND FOUND
If a student loses an item, he/she should report this matter to the office. If something of value is found, it should be brought to the office. The school recommends your child’s name or initials be written on personal belongings.

LUNCHROOM BEHAVIOR

We want our lunchroom to be a pleasant place and give students an opportunity to visit as they take a break from their schoolwork. We ask that students eat their lunch first before they begin to visit. In order to do this, we use the following basic lunchroom rules.

1. Be courteous and speak clearly to the cooks.

2. Remain seated at the table unless given permission to be up, no running in the lunchroom.

3. Use good table manners, including keeping a clean place.

4. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself.

5. Visit quietly with those around you when given permission.

6. Follow the directions given by the lunchroom supervisors.

Children will be expected to use proper manners at all times in the lunchroom. Children who use inappropriate behavior while eating lunch or breakfast at school may lose the privilege of eating in the lunchroom. There is a teacher or adult aide on duty in the lunchroom at all times.

MEDICATION

The administration policy for dispensing medication must be followed. Copies of the policy are available in the school office. A sample copy is provided in the back of this handbook. All medications need to be taken to the office.

MONEY AT SCHOOL

Please do not allow your child to bring money to school other than for lunches or special school occasions. If your child needs extra money, the teacher will send a note to you. Students will be responsible for their lost or stolen money or other valuables.

NOTICES OF EVENTS

All notices of school events will be sent to the parent who has legal, physical custody. Non-custodial parents will need to contact the school to make special arrangements to obtain these notices. Please be aware that we do take steps to publish events in the local media and the weekly school bulletin.

PETS
Pets are not allowed at school. Please do not send pets to school with your child unless you have permission from the building principal.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Only tennis shoes are allowed on the gym floor. Students with hard-soled shoes are not allowed to participate. Please remember this as you buy shoes for school. A doctor’s excuse is required for a student to miss 2 consecutive class periods.

RECESS

We want recess times to be opportunities that give students a break from their schoolwork. To help keep order, the following playground rules are used:

1. Play safely.

2. Follow the rules of the games.

3. Remain on the playground unless you have permission to leave.

4. Line up promptly and orderly.  Be prepared to enter the building.

5. No teasing, name-calling, or put-downs.

6. Don’t argue or talk back to the playground supervisors.

7. Be dressed appropriately. Coats or sweaters will be required to be worn if the temperature is below 60 degrees.

8. Use only the equipment provided by the school; leave personal recess equipment at home.

All safety precautions must be observed: no rock throwing, no tackling games, no baseballs or hard balls, absolutely no knives or sharp objects, no fighting, hitting, pushing, or shoving. No throwing snowballs during the winter months. Teachers and aides are asked to supervise in a manner in which they would not be liable in case of an accident. Therefore, playground supervisors have absolute authority. A written report by the supervisor on duty will be completed for all accidents/injuries requiring medical attention.

Snowy weather combined with moderate winter temperatures creates the need for the following Winter Boot Rule: Students are required to have a second pair of shoes or boots to wear for recess during the winter when the weather or playground conditions require it. Students should prepare for the onset of this rule by locating footwear to use. Whenever possible, students will be notified in advance when the rule will go into effect. A doctor’s excuse is required if a student needs to miss two or more days of recess in a row. 
REPORT CARDS AND CONFERENCES

Student progress is formally reported to parents four times each year. Report cards will be issued during these times. Progress reports will be sent home at the end of four week periods (mid-term) or when deemed appropriate. Conferences for all students will be held at the end of the first quarter. Parents or teachers may request conferences at any time between grading periods. Please attend when notified.

RIGHT TO KNOW

Parents have the right to know the qualifications of their child's teacher(s). The district will ensure that parents will be notified in writing that their child has been assigned to or will be taught for four or more consecutive weeks by a teacher who is not highly qualified.
SCHOOL HOURS

School day begins

8:15

Lunch



11:00-12:05

School day ends


3:10

Buses depart


3:25

SCHOOL LAWS AFFECTING STUDENTS AND PARENTS

Parents and students should be aware of several laws affecting education, which govern the school’s procedures in certain areas. These are as follows:
Child Abuse

All school staff have the responsibility as mandatory reporters under penalty of law to contact the County Department of Human Services of any and all suspected cases of child abuse (Refer to Board Policy 402.2). Student abuse by a school employee in the Stanton Community School District is the responsibility of the Level I investigator who is:



Chris Herrick 




The alternate Level One Investigator is:



Superintendent




Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office


605 Elliott





106 W. Coolbaugh


Stanton, Iowa 51573




Red Oak, Iowa 51566


712-829-2162




712-623-5107






Directory Information/Release of Information

The following information may be released to the public in regard to any individual student of the school district as necessity or desirability arises. Any student, parent or guardian not wanting this information released must make objection in writing to the principal or other person in charge of the school, which the student is attending. This objection shall be renewed at the beginning of each school year.

Directory information shall include, but not limited to, name, address, telephone listing, date and place of birth, e-mail address, major field of study, participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height of members of athletic teams, dates of attendance, degrees and awards received, the most recent previous school or institution attended by the student, photograph and likeness and other similar information. (Refer to Board Policy 506.2).

In addition, two federal laws require local education agencies (LEAs) receiving assistance under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) to provide military recruiters, upon request, with three directory information categories-names, addresses and telephone listings-unless parents have advised the LEA that they do not want their student’s information disclosed without their prior written consent.

Fees Waived

Students whose families meet the income requirements for free or reduced price lunch, the Family Investment Program (FIP), Supplemental Security Income (SSI), transportation assistance under open enrollment, or who are in foster care are eligible to have their student fees waived or partially waived. Students whose families are experiencing a temporary financial difficulty may be eligible for a temporary waiver of fees. Parents or students who believe they may qualify for a waiver should contact the principal at registration for a waiver form. This waiver does not carry over from year to year and must be completed annually (Board Policy 503.3E1/R1).

Human Growth and Development

In May 1988, Governor Branstad signed the Human Growth and Development bill, Senate File 2029. This law mandates that each school district provide instruction in grades Kindergarten through Twelfth in human growth and development. This instruction shall be appropriate to the pupil’s grade level, age and level of maturity. The curriculum must include instruction in the following areas:

· Self-esteem, responsible decision-making and personal responsibility and goal setting,

· Interpersonal relationships,

· Discouragement of premarital adolescent sexual activity,

· Family life and parenting skills,

· Human sexuality, reproduction contraception and family planning, prenatal development including awareness of mental retardation and its prevention, childbirth, adoption, available prenatal and postnatal services and support and male and female responsibility,

· Sex stereotypes,

· Behaviors to prevent sexual abuse or sexual harassment,

· Sexually transmitted diseases, including AIDS/HIV and their causes and prevention,

· Substance abuse prevention and treatment,

· Suicide prevention, and

· Stress management.

If you wish to review the Human Growth and Development curriculum, you may do so by contacting the principal. If after reviewing the materials, you prefer that your child be excused from any component of the curriculum, you may do so by filing a written request with the building principal. If you choose to exercise this right, your child will be given an appropriate alternative assignment, which will be supervised by school district personnel. If you have any questions, concerns or comments please feel free to contact the principal.

Immunization

Iowa law demands prior to starting school or when transferring into the school district, students must present an approved Iowa Department of Public Health immunization certificate signed by a health care provider stating that the student has received the diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, poliomyelitis, rubella, and rubella vaccination immunizations required by law. In addition, students must have a blood lead test and dental screening.  Students without the proper certificate are not allowed to attend school until they receive the immunizations or the student makes arrangements with the principal.  Only for specific medical or religious purposes are students exempted from the immunization requirements. Further information is available from the school nurse. 

Interventions

Stanton Elementary School employs general education interventions to help students in the regular education classroom.

Locker & Desk Searches

Student lockers and desks are the property of the school district.  Students shall use the lockers and desks assigned to them for storing their school materials and personal items necessary for attendance at school.  It is the responsibility of each student to keep the student's assigned locker and desk clean and undamaged.  The expenses to repair damage done to a student's locker and desk are charged to the student. Students with locks on their locker must turn in the combination or extra key to the office.

Although school lockers, desks and other spaces are temporarily assigned to individual students, they remain the property of the school district at all times.  The school district has a reasonable and valid interest in insuring the lockers; desks and other spaces are properly maintained.  For this reason, lockers, desks and other spaces are subject to unannounced inspections and students have no legitimate expectations of privacy in the locker, desk or other space.  School officials in the presence of the student or another individual may conduct periodic inspections of all or a random selection of lockers, desks or other space.  Any contraband discovered during such searches shall be confiscated by school officials and may be turned over to law enforcement officials.

The contents of a student's locker, desk or other space (coat, backpack, purse, etc.) may be searched when a school official has a reasonable and articulable suspicion that the contents contains illegal or contraband items or evidence of a violation of law or school policy or rule.  Such searches should be conducted in the presence of another adult witness when feasible.

Student Searches

In order to protect the health and safety of students, employees and visitors to the school district and for the protection of the school district facilities, students and their belongings and school-owned lockers and desks may be searched or inspected. A search of a student will be justified when there are reasonable grounds for the suspicion that the search will turn up evidence that the student has violated or is violating the law or school district policy, rules, or regulations affecting school order.

Considering factors such as the following may form reasonable suspicion:

1. Eyewitness observations by employees;

2. Information received from reliable sources;

3. Suspicious behavior by the student; or

4. The student's past history and school record, although this factor alone is not sufficient to provide the basis for reasonable suspicion.

A search will be permissible in its scope or intrusiveness when the measures adopted are reasonably related to the objectives of the search. Reasonableness of scope or intrusiveness may be determined based on factors such as the following:

· The age of the student

· The sex of the student

· The nature of the infraction 

· The emergency requiring the search without delay.

A student's body and/or personal effects (e.g., purse, backpack, etc.) may be searched when a school official has reasonable suspicion to believe the student is in possession of illegal or contraband items or has violated school district policies, rules, regulations or the law affecting school order.

Personally intrusive searches will require more compelling circumstances to be considered reasonable. If a pat-down search or a search of a student's garments (such as jackets, socks, pockets, etc.) is conducted, it will be conducted in private by a school official of the same sex as the student and with another adult witness of the same sex present, when feasible. A more intrusive search, short of a strip search, of the student's body, handbags, book bags, etc, is permissible in emergency situations when the health and safety of students, employees, or visitors are threatened. Such a search may only be conducted in private by a school official of the same sex as the student, with an adult of the same sex present unless the health or safety of students will be endangered by the delay which may be caused by following these procedures. The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Department will be called as the administration deems appropriate.

Students are permitted to park on school premises as a matter of privilege, not of right. The school retains authority to conduct routine patrols of the student parking lots. The interior of a student's automobile on the school premises may be searched if the school official has reasonable and articulable suspicion to believe that illegal, unauthorized or contraband items are contained inside.
Open Enrollment Notification

Iowa’s open enrollment law allows students residing in one school district to request transfer to another school district upon the parents’ request. Students wishing to open enroll to another school district must apply for open enrollment by March 1 of the school year preceding the school year in which they wish to open enroll. Prior to March 1 of the preceding school year, parents must send notification to the district of residence that the parent intends to enroll their child or children in another public school district for the following year.

The last date for open enrollment requests for students entering kindergarten is September 1 of the school year in which they wish to open enroll. 

Parents/guardians of open enrolled students whose income falls below 160% of the federal poverty guidelines are eligible for 

transportation assistance. This may be in the form of actual transportation or in the form of a cash stipend.

Students interested in open enrolling out of the Stanton Community School District must contact the Superintendent of Schools at 829-2162 for information and forms (Refer to Board Policy 501.14/15).

PROBLEM SOLVING APPROACH   
For students exhibiting difficulties in the classroom the following steps will be followed:

Level I – Consultation between Teacher and Parent.  Classroom instructors will work collaboratively with parents to determine the basis of concern and will work in concert to develop approaches in dealing with the identified student concern.  The classroom instructor will be held responsible for documenting identified concern, interventions, and collaborative efforts made to resolve the concern.  Should the parent and instructor desire outside input they will have the Student/Teacher Assistance Team, local special education staff, and other district instructors or district administration available to assist them on an informal basis.

Level II – Consultation with Other Resources.  Meaningful collaboration between teacher and parent will continue at this level.  The Student/Teacher Assistance Team will now become involved on a formal basis when requested.  The classroom instructor will present documentation of concerns and interventions made at Level I to the Student/Teacher Assistance Team.  Special Education, Compensatory Education, and Area Education Agency personnel will continue to be available on an informal basis.  However, involvement with these personnel will require verbal permission by the parent if the student will be singled out for observations by any of the aforementioned personnel.
Level III – Consultation with Extended Problem-Solving Team.  At Level III all interactions and subsequent interventions will be on a formal basis with appropriate documentation kept.  Area Education Agency personnel will become involved to provide assistance with data collection, intervention design, and monitoring.  At this level interventions will be carried out in the regular classroom.  Parents must provide verbal permission requesting AEA intervention.

Level IV – Due Process – IEP Consideration.  This level of intensive intervention is available through Special Education and will require written parental permission.  Area Education personnel will complete evaluations with input from previous interventions that were collaborated between home and school. 

REVIEW OF STUDENT RECORDS  

Parents of special education students under the age of 18 and students over the age of 18 may exercise the opportunity to review educational records of the student, to obtain copies of the records, to write a response to the material in the record, to challenge the content of the record, inaccuracy of the record or may appeal the context of the record (Refer to Board Policy 506).
Right to Privacy

School records may not be shared with any person or institution other than parent or legal guardian without written consent of the parent or legal guardian. Written release must be obtained from parent or guardian before the school may send records to an institution other than a school or share any personal or professional information. The school may not disclose the names of students in special programs or give names and addresses of members of the student body to non-school sources without parent/guardian permission as indicated in the directory information section (Refer to Board Policy 506).

Parent’s and Eligible Student’s Rights

Parents or eligible students have a right to inspect and review educational records; request an amendment of the educational records; consent to disclosure of personally identifiable information in educational records; file a complaint with the U.S. Dept. of Education regarding alleged noncompliance with the law; obtain a copy of the records policy; withdraw students’ directory information from general release (FERPA-20 USC 1232g; 34 CFR 99.7).

SNACKS OR TREATS

Parents who would like to provide snack foods for school use are urged to promote good health through nutritious snacks. Contact teachers ahead of time if special arrangements need to be made for storage of the treat. Pre-packaged snacks suggested due to hepatitis concerns.

Traditionally parties for K-5 students are held on or near Halloween, Christmas, and Valentines Day.  All other parties for K-5 students must be cleared through the principal’s office at least one week in advance of the party. All parties will be held in the late afternoon. The principal shall approve time and length of the party.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

The district provides Special Education services. Trained professionals must evaluate a student before being placed in a special education program. Parent approval is necessary for assessing and placing students in a special education program.

A student receiving special education services will be in the least restrictive environment that best meets the needs of the individual student. The amount of time spent in the regular classroom and special education classroom is determined by the need of the student.

Students receiving their total instruction for a curriculum area will receive their grade from the special education instructor.

STUDENT/TEACHER ASSISTANCE TEAM (STAT)   
The purpose of the STAT team, upon referral, will be to engage in problem identification, plan interventions, provide support, and make outside resources available to those individuals requesting assistance.  It is intended that the Student/Teacher Assistance Team be available to and functional for all students and teachers in the building.  Instructors will consider the Student/Teacher Assistance Team as an early intervention process.

Prior to the first team meeting, parents will be informed of any concern being referred to the Student/Teacher Assistance Team.  Parents will be invited to participate in any team meeting scheduled beyond this initial meeting.  Should the core team determine a need for the parent’s degree of involvement, the committee chairperson/classroom instructor will notify parents of any intervention(s) selected by the referring teacher.

Students may become involved in the STAT program in several different ways:

1. A student may voluntarily seek information and/or assistance.

2. A teacher or other staff member may refer students based on declining or unacceptable school performance or behavior.

3. A concerned friend may seek information or assistance on behalf of a classmate.

4. A concerned family member may request help from the school STAT team.

5. Persons or agencies that have contact with the student and/or other family members may seek the assistance and support of the school's STAT team.

Any information shared with a STAT member will be held in the highest confidence unless it poses danger to that student or others.
Community Resources
Wabonsie Mental Health Center

1-800-432-1143

Child Abuse Hotline


1-800-362-2178

Immanuel Family Counseling

1-800-523-7294

Lutheran Family Services


1-712-243-2920

Planned Parenthood


1-712-623-5522

Montgomery Co Memorial Hospital
1-712-623-7000

Jenny Edmundson Memorial Hospital
1-712-328-6000

Iowa Dept of Human Services (Mont Co)
1-712-623-4838

Alcohol & Drug Assistance (Red Oak)
1-712-942-0333


24-hour hotline


1-800-ALCOHOL
AT-RISK STUDENTS

The Stanton Community School District plans to better meet the needs of our students (K-12) who will be identified as at-risk using the Department of Education’s definition of “any student who is not meeting the goals of the educational program set by the district, who does not complete a high school education, or who is not becoming a productive worker.”  Additionally, we plan to target students “whose aspirations and achievements may be negatively affected by stereotypes linked to race, national origin, language background, gender, income, family status, parental status and disability.”

Our at-risk program, Student/Teacher Assistant Team (STAT), will help raise student achievement levels through collaboration.

Our STAT program includes:

·   Strategies for early identification of at-risk students

·   Objectives for providing support services to those students

·   Plans for in-service training for school personnel

·   Strategies and activities for involving and working with parents

·   Plans for appropriate counseling services for students and families

·   Strategies for coordinating school programs and community-based support services

·   Creation of integrated educational environments in compliance with federal and state

non-discrimination legislation

Identification of students at risk will be based on referrals made by teachers, counselors, parents, administrators, and support personnel or by the students themselves.  Input from the student’s teachers, counselors, administrators, school nurse, and parents together with academic records, test results, and attendance records will then be evaluated to determine how to best meet the needs of that particular students. Each identified student may have an Individual Education Plan developed. The complete comprehensive At-Risk Plan is available upon request in the office.

TELEPHONE USE

Please take care of your business at home before you come to school. Only in emergency cases will we call students from the classroom to answer the telephone. The principal or secretary will take a message and deliver it between classes. Please refrain from habitually calling the school to deliver messages. 

THREATS OF VIOLENCE
All threats of violence, whether oral, written, or symbolic, against students, staff, or to school facilities are prohibited. All such threats will be promptly investigated. Law enforcement may be contacted. Threats issued and delivered away from school or school activities may be grounds for disciplinary action if the threat impacts the orderly and efficient operation of the school.

Students engaging in threatening behavior will face disciplinary consequences up to and including expulsion.

The following factors will be considered in determining the extent to which a student will be disciplined for threatening or terroristic behavior: the background of the student, including any history of violence or prior threatening behavior; the student’s access to weapons of any kind; the circumstances surrounding the threat; the age of the student; the mental and emotional maturity of the student; cooperation of the student and his or her parent(s) or guardian(s) in the investigation; the existence of the student’s juvenile or criminal history; the degree of legitimate alarm or concern in the school community created by the threat; and any other relevant information from any credible source.

TITLE I PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY
It is the policy of Stanton Community Schools that parents of participating children shall have the opportunity to be involved jointly in the development of the district plan and in the district’s review process for the purpose of school improvement.  Recognizing that parental involvement is the key to academic achievement, we seek to involve parents in an effective home-school partnership that will provide the best possible education for our students.  The district provides coordination, technical assistance, and other supports necessary to aide in the planning and implementation of parent involvement activities.  The district encourages parent involvement and supports this partnership through providing information about standards and assessments; providing training and materials for parents to help their children; educating school personnel about involving parents and the value of parent contributions; and developing roles for community organizations and businesses to work with parents and schools.

1. The jointly developed and agreed upon written policy is distributed to parents of participating Title I children and all parents at the time of registration.

2. An annual meeting is held, for all parents of participating children.  

3. Parents are given assistance in understanding the Title I requirements, standards, and assessments through the annual meeting and parent-teacher conferences.

4. Parents receive an explanation of the school’s performance profile, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the expected proficiency levels in the annual progress report distributed to all boxholders in the spring of the year, through individual reports given to parents at conference time, and through report cards.

5. In targeted assistance building parents are informed of and involved with their child’s participation in the Title I program.  They also are informed about the curriculum, instructional objectives, and methods used in the program.  This information is delivered through newsletters, conferences, and the annual meetings.

6. Parent recommendations are encouraged and responded to in a timely manner.  Verbal or written responses will be given for all recommendations.

7. A jointly developed school/parent compact outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students all share responsibility for improved student achievement.  The compact also describes the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children achieve our local high standards.  It is distributed in the parent handbook and is reviewed at the annual meetings.

8. The Title I program provides opportunities for parents to become partners with the school in promoting the education of their children both at home and at school.  Parents are given help monitoring their student’s progress and provided assistance on how to participate in decisions related to their student’s education.  The school also provides other reasonable support for parental involvement activities as requested by parents.  Parents are encouraged to participate as volunteers in the school setting.  Individual conferences will also be held upon request.

9. The school continues to coordinate and integrate, to the extent feasible and appropriate, the parent involvement policy and other programs and activities within the district.

10. An annual evaluation of the parental involvement policy shall be conducted to determine its effectiveness.  Findings will be used to design strategies for school improvement and revision of policies. 

Providing all Stanton Community School District’s children with equal access to quality education is our primary purpose.  It is crucial that all partners (students, parents, educators, and communities) have the opportunity to provide input and offer resources to meet this purpose.  As these partnerships are mutually beneficial, developing cooperative efforts will ensure improved academic achievement for all students.

TORNADO DRILLS

All students will proceed to the Viking Center.  All will travel to the main gym entrance and proceed to the Viking Center. If the administration decides it is not safe to proceed from the school all will take cover in the gym locker room at the school.
TOYS

Students are to leave all toys, games and electronics at home unless a request to bring them is made by the teacher. If students fail to comply, the material will be confiscated and may be returned at a later date. Only equipment approved by school personnel can be used during recess.

TRANSFERING OUT OF THE DISTRICT
Students leaving the Stanton Community School District need to report to the building principal at least two days before their final day of attendance. A transfer slip will be issued that must be signed by each of the student’s teachers and librarian. Books need to be returned to each teacher before they sign the transfer slip. The transfer slip needs to be returned to the building principal on the final day of attendance at Stanton. Official transcripts will be sent to the new school district upon their request. Records may not be forwarded to the new school if the student owes fine money or has not handed in books, etc.

VALUABLES

We ask that students do not bring money or valuables to school. If it is a necessity, we would be willing to keep them in the office and return them at the end of the day. Students will be responsible for their own lost or stolen items.

VISITORS

Parents are always welcome at school. A 24-hour notice is requested but not mandatory. If you desire a special conference, please call for an appointment before you visit. Always check in at the office upon your arrival for a school visit. It is hoped that you will visit school and observe your child to become informed and involved in your child’s education. 

Students are asked not to bring preschool brothers/sisters. Students who wish to have guests accompany them in classes must get permission from the principal. These guests will be obligated to follow the same rules as our students. Any visitors who would like to eat hot lunch must contact the school secretary at least one day in advance of the day they would like to eat at the school.
VOLUNTEERS

The school welcomes parent volunteers who have time to share in helping carry out the educational program. Volunteers can provide a valuable service by supervising writing centers, typing, reading to children, listening to children read, practicing math facts with students, and many other kinds of activities. If you would like to be a volunteer, contact your child’s teacher(s).

WEAPONS POLICY

The Stanton Community Schools believes that district facilities are not an appropriate place for weapons or dangerous objects. Weapons and other dangerous objects shall be taken from students and others who bring them within the jurisdiction of the school district.

Parents of students who bring these items on school property will be notified. Confiscation of weapons or dangerous objects shall be reported to the law enforcement officials and the student will be subject to disciplinary action including suspension or expulsion. Students bringing a firearm to school shall be expelled for not less than twelve months (Refer to Board Policy Code 502.6). 

Any student who threatens another person on school property or at a school event with a dangerous weapon or an object that resembles a dangerous weapon, or who displays any object in such a manner as reasonably to place another person in fear for his or her safety shall be subject to discipline including suspension or recommendation for expulsion.
Weapons Brought to School for an Educational Purpose

The principal may allow authorized persons to display weapons or other dangerous objects for educational purposes. However, students will not be allowed to transport said objects themselves.

GRADE LEVEL CURRICULUM

KINDERGARTEN

In Kindergarten we provide developmental activities designed to enable each child to be successful and enjoy a profitable and rewarding experience.

Our language arts program incorporates a combination of phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension in the Scott Foresman reading series. Phonemic Awareness is being able to hear the sounds that make up words, see relationships between sounds, and to alter and rearrange sounds to create new words. Phonics is the letter and sound association, while fluency is the ability to read accurately and quickly. In the Scott Foresman program, outstanding children’s literature is the stimulation for developing each child’s appreciation for reading and writing. It is the foundation on which we build skills of beginning reading, decoding, word study, vocabulary, comprehension, language, writing, literature, and life skills.

D’Nealian is a unique handwriting system used in Kindergarten through 6th grade and it makes transition to cursive easier. It includes a strong reading/language arts correlation enhancing language development.

In our everyday surrounding, children are explorers of a new world. They are innately curious. To children, learning science is doing what comes naturally.  They are eager to use their minds, their hands, and all of their senses to investigate their environment. The science program for Kindergarten offers the opportunity to become more aware of the world around them. It allows them to learn science the ways they learn best-through active participation with hands-on-experience.

In Kindergarten, social studies is concerned with preparing young citizens for active participation in the American society. The students explore concepts, ideas, and skills that will increase their awareness and application to the socialization process. They will learn to cooperate and interact with others, respect self and others, and value similarities and differences among people.

Our mathematics program uses both Math Their Way and Addison Wesley Explorations in Math. It is designed to help children develop number sense, computational skills and the ability to apply this knowledge to problem-solving situations. The Kindergarten children are introduced to concepts of numbers, counting, and numerals. They are taught pre-number concepts, classifying, comparing, positioning, ordering, and quantity. Further development is achieved by the recognition of geometric shapes. Finally, additional and subtraction readiness completes this vital first-year introduction to mathematics.

FIRST GRADE

Reading 

Phonemic Awareness:

Rhyming words, count words in sentence, segment, blend & count syllables, identify sounds that are same & different, identify initial, final, & medial sounds, blend sounds orally to make words, segment a word or syllable into sounds, add, delete, and substitute phonemes.

Phonics:
Know letter sound relationships, consonants, consonant blends and digraphs, short vowels, long vowels, r controlled vowels, vowel digraphs, diphthongs, base words & inflected endings, contractions, compound words, suffixes & prefixes, blend syllables to decode words.

Fluency:

Read aloud with accuracy, comprehension, and appropriate rate, read aloud with expression, attend to punctuation and use appropriate phrasing, practice fluency in a variety of ways, including choral reading, paired reading, and repeated oral reading, work toward appropriate fluency goals.
Vocabulary:


Read regular and irregular high frequency words automatically, develop vocabulary through

 direct instruction, concrete experiences, reading, and listening to text read aloud, use word structure to 

figure out word meaning, use context clues to determine word meanings of unfamiliar words, multiple-meaning 

words, homonyms, homographs, use grade appropriate references sources to learn word meanings, use words in 

a variety of contexts, use of graphic organizers to group, study and retain vocabulary, classify and categorize

 words.

Comprehension:

Preview text, develop purpose for reading, use prior knowledge, make and confirm predictions, monitor 

comprehension and use fix up strategies, answer questions, generate questions, summarize by retelling story and 

main ideas, visualize: mental imagery, make connections-text to text, text to self, text to world, author’s 

purpose, cause and effect, compare and contrast, draw conclusions, main idea and details, reality and fantasy, 

sequencing, characters, plot and plot structure, setting, and time.

Phonics: Short vowels, long vowels, consonant blends, y as a vowel, endings, digraphs, contractions.
Writing: D’Nealian

Math: Using numbers to 12, understanding addition, sums to 6, addition strategies-counting on, understanding subtraction, differences to 6, using subtraction strategies, counting back, graphing and geometric shapes, place value and counting patterns, using strategies, sums to 12, using strategies, differences to 12, exploring money, exploring time, sums and differences to 18, measuring and fractions.

Spelling: List words, short vowels, adding “s”, digraphs-sh, th, long vowels, es ending, ed ending, er, est ending, irregular vowel sounds.

English: Sentences, naming parts of sentences, action parts of sentences, word order, telling sentences, question sentences, nouns, proper nouns, special titles, days, months, and holidays, one and more than one, nouns in sentences, action verbs, verbs that add “s”, verbs that do not add “s”, verbs for now and a the past, am, is, are, was, & were, contractions with not adjectives, commands, exclamations, how sentences begin and end, pronouns, using I and me, more about pronouns, daily journaling.

Science

Life Science: Animals, plants, ecology.

Physical Science: Matter, energy.

Earth Science: Earth, weather, space.

The Human Body
Social Studies: School, family, wants and needs, work, neighborhood and communities, map skills, our country, our countries holidays.

Health: Me and my feelings, my senses, my teeth, caring for my body, food, staying well, medicine and drug safety, being safe.
SECOND GRADE

Reading









Comprehension:
Setting, characters, retelling story, story map (beginning, middle end), (understands what is read) drawing conclusions, cause/effect, main idea/details, summary, predicting outcomes, comparison, sequences, inferences, characterization, figurative language, reality/fantasy, author’s purpose, text structure, QAR question/answer relationships

Vocabulary:

(knows what words mean) tested vocabulary, classification, synonyms, antonyms, and homophones

Decoding:

(sounds out words) vowel/consonant sounds, blends, digraphs, prefixes, suffixes, r and l controlled vowels

Spelling:

Spells assigned words, spell words correctly in daily work, study and practice decoding rules
Phonics:

Vowel rules-short/long, diphthongs, blends, digraphs, prefixes/suffixes
English:

Rules of grammar, rules of capitalization and punctuation, write sentences with complete thought, naming parts and words (nouns), action parts and words (verbs), describing parts and words (adjectives), following directions, and technological reading, contractions, adverbs

Handwriting:
D’Nealian, printing (manuscript), and writing (cursive) in daily work

Math:

Addition facts to 18, subtraction facts to 18, addition and renaming, subtraction with renaming, estimating, geometric shapes, statistics/graphing, time, money, story problems, and probability, fractions, multiplication, place value

Science:

Matter (solids, liquids, gases), water, air, sun, weather, heat/light, plants, and magnets

Health:

Families, food/exercise, teeth, eyes/ears, safety, medicines and drugs

Social Studies:
Families, government, communities, and map skills


THIRD GRADE

Spelling:

Cedar Rapids Spelling Program




Monday – pretest
Wednesday – practice test
Friday – final test

Math:


Addison-Wesley Mathematics

Problem Solving




Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division Facts




Addition and Subtraction of whole numbers




Collecting data, reading and creating charts and graphs




Measurement




Fractions and Decimals




Geometry




Multiplication with 1-digit multiplier




Division with a 1-digit divisor

Reading:

Silver Burdett Reading



Literature based series focusing on higher order thinking skills 
Explicit Instruction in: phonemic awareness, phonics comprehension, vocabulary, fluency

Accelerated Reading-promote independent reading
Science:

Scott Foresman Science

Life Science – Plants and animals and their environments




Physical Science – Matter-physical and chemical changes, simple 






machines, energy-heat, light, electricity and sound




Earth Science – Rocks and minerals, changes in the earth, solar system




Health – Human body, growth and development, nutrition, drugs, feelings

Social Studies:
Silver Burdett & Ginn Social Studies

Natural Resources in rural and urban regions, citizenship and values, 



government, national holidays, communities in the USA and in the world,




Iowa history, Westward expansion

English:

Houghton Mifflin English

Creative writing, letter writing, sentence structure, subjects/predicates, 




Grammar, nouns, verbs, adjectives, homophones, synonyms, antonyms

Handwriting:
D’Nealian – cursive and manuscript

FOURTH GRADE

Reading:

Our reading series is literature based. The genres represented in the six units are realistic fiction, modern fairy tale, science fiction, historical fiction, poetry, biography, expository nonfiction, narrative nonfiction, and photo essay. There are additional leveled readers for each story which give background before we read the story for the week. Comprehension skills and strategies that are taught include sequence, cause and effect, contrast and compare, author’s purpose, main idea and details, fact and opinion, drawing conclusions, plot and character, and generalizing.

Spelling:

Our spelling program provides spelling strategies. Depending on the students’ abilities in spelling, they may have 10, 20, or 25 spelling words a week. Working with the meaning of the words is also incorporated into the lessons each week. Our spelling is tied to our language arts curriculum.

Language:

Our English curriculum is divided into six units. In unit one, sentences are studied. We study the four types of sentences, subject/predicate, and compound and complex sentences. Unit two deals with nouns. We study common and proper nouns, singular and plural nouns, irregular plural nouns, and possessive nouns. Unit three deals with verbs. We study action and linking verbs, main and helping verbs, subject-verb agreement, past, present, and future tenses, and irregular verbs. Unit four deals with pronouns. We study singular and plural pronouns, antecedents, subject and object pronouns, and possessive pronouns. Unit five deals with adjectives and adverbs. We study comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and prepositions and prepositional phrases. In unit six, we study capitalization, commas, quotation marks, conjunctions, and writing titles correctly.

Social Studies:
Students study the geographical regions of the United States. We learn about landforms, climate, natural resources, industry, farming, earning a living and cities in each region. A lot of map reading skills and graphs are incorporated into the program. A unit on African Americans is also a part of the curriculum.

Math:

Basic computation of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division are taught. All math processes build on the previous grade level and the skills are extended. Fractions are taught with students learning to compare fractions, find equivalent fractions and reduce fractions to lowest terms. A unit on time and customary measures is taught. Story problems are taught throughout the year. Geometry deals with recognition of various polygons, congruent figures and order numbers and pairs.

Health:

The objective of the course is to understand how our bodies work and how to care for them. Units include nutrition, safety and first aid, drug abuse, dental health, dealing with our emotions, communicable diseases, and keeping fit through physical activity.

Science:

Our science curriculum covers life science, physical science, and earth science. Life science covers plant and animal structure and function, energy in ecosystems and surviving the environment. Physical science teaches measuring matter, force and motion, electricity, magnetism, light, and sound. Earth science teaches weather, oceans, the solar system and the makeup of the earth.

FIFTH GRADE

Spelling:

The Scott Foresman program is used. Weekly lists consist of 20-26 words focusing on one aspect of phonics, word structure, or usage. Daily practice is provided along with weekly test.

Reading:

Our reading program provides for growth in comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency. Skills are taught through fiction and non-fiction literature. We use the Scott Foresman reading program.
Math:

Skill areas covered include problem solving, real-life application, estimation, computation skills (+, -, x, -), geometry, measurement, charts/graphs, predication, and computer literacy.

English:

The English program is part of the Scott Foresman reading program. Writing activities, parts of speech sentence types, grammar, punctuation, dictionary/library skills, capitalization, subjects and predicates, quotation marks, written and oral expression.

Social Studies:
Study of American History from the first Americans (Indians), explorers, colonization, Revolutionary War, and Civil War. May Skills are incorporated, and some work on the Presidents and the Constitution is included.

Science:

Life Science: Living things-classification, reproduction and change, and adaptations.

Physical Science: Matter, chemical and physical changes in matter, and electricity.

Earth Science: The earth energy sources, climate, astronomy, and the earth’s resources.

Health:

Included in Heath is nutrition, health/fitness, diseases, tobacco and alcohol, adolescence, drugs, and decision making. Included in the Growth and Development segment is a program for girls and for boys, presented separately. This program is arranged with assistance from the school nurse and other personnel.

SPECIAL CLASSES AND SERVICES
Art, Band, Music, and Physical Education

All elementary students are offered instruction in art, music, and physical education. A specialist in that field will teach each of these classes. Our band program is offered to fifth and sixth grade students. Band students are responsible for a horn, book, reeds, and oil fees.

GUIDANCE

During almost every student’s life the need arises for counseling. This counseling may take place during individual or group sessions.

The needs and problems of the individual or group may fall in one or more of the following areas: finance, living conditions, employment, curriculum and teaching procedures, social and extra-curricular development, value system, adjustment to school, morals and religion, home and family, and peers.

It is critical when potential problems arise that the appropriate person is notified. The school nurse teacher, and the principal may also provide counseling within their roles.

LIBRARY

The school library is available for student use. Students will be strongly encouraged to check-out books on a weekly basis. The librarian will periodically host book fairs geared specifically to K-5 reading and interest levels. Library skills will be taught to all students in K-5. Schedule permitting, the librarian will teach library skills on a weekly or rotational basis. Reading for pleasure, proper use of the library, and the use of resource materials will be emphasized.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

The district provides Special Education services. Trained professionals must evaluate a student before being placed in a special education program. Parent approval is necessary for assessing and placing students in a special education program.

A student receiving special education services will be in the least restrictive environment that best meets the needs of the individual student. The amount of time spent in the regular classroom and special education classroom is determined by the need of the student.

Students receiving their total instruction for a curriculum area will receive their grade from the special education instructor.

SPEECH THERAPY

If your child has a speech difficulty, the school provides a program to help him/her improve in that area. Students may be referred by the classroom teacher or by the student’s parents. Before a student can receive Speech services, they must be evaluated. Parents must be notified and give their consent before the evaluation can occur. 

TALENTED AND GIFTED

Whole group talented and gifted activities are provided to all students in first and second grades. Accelerated programs are offered in math and general enrichment for students in grades 3-5.

Students in grades 3-5 are selected to participate in the math program on the basis of their scores on the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (94% or above on the composite math score), teacher recommendations, classroom performance, and/or other assessments.

Students in grades 3-5 are selected to participate in the general enrichment program on the basis of their scores on the Iowa Test of  Basic Skills (94% or above in two of the following areas: vocabulary, total reading, or composite score), teacher recommendation, and/or other assessments.

TITLE I READING/MATH
The goal of Title I is to improve the educational opportunities of students who are experiencing difficulty in learning by helping students succeed in the regular program, attain grade level proficiency, and improve achievement in basic and more advanced skills in reading and math. The Stanton Title I program and the involvement of parents in their children’s education shall accomplish these purposes. Parents have the right to request information about the qualifications of their children’s teachers and of any paraprofessional who instructs them.

The objectives of the Title I Reading and Math program in Stanton are:

1. To determine each eligible child’s reading and math weaknesses through the use of diagnostic test and ongoing discussions with the homeroom teachers.

2. To plan and implement a specific individualized instructional plan of remediation for each student in the program.

3. To develop a positive attitude and self-confidence by providing each child an opportunity to meet success in daily remedial activities.

4. To help each student acquire the greatest possible mastery of reading skills essential to reading and/or the greatest mastery of mathematical skills essential to mathematics. 

5. To foster in each child a positive attitude for and love of learning.

6. To develop a plan for parents to become involved in their child’s reading and/or math program.

IOWA TEST OF BASIC SKILLS (ITBS)
The Stanton Elementary School will administer Iowa Test of Basic Skills annually. These tests are given to provide your teachers with information they can use to meet student’s individual learning needs. The tests can help identify your strongest areas and the areas in which greatest improvement is needed. Your student’s teacher can use this information to choose materials and methods of teaching that might best help your student learn.

The tests also help teachers and counselors look at your child’s learning from one year to the next. Just as a doctor might sometimes measure your height and weight and make a record of your physical growth, the school records and reviews a student’s growth in the basic subject areas. Test like the ITBS are designed to make it possible to measure year-to-year growth in such areas as reading, language, and mathematics.

Scores from test like the ITBS can also be used to compare a student’s performance with the performance of other students in the same grade throughout the nation. However, this is not the most important use of the scores. Instead, the main uses should be (a) to help identify which of the student’s skills most need improvement and (b) to see how much your child has grown in each skill area since last year.

Children differ greatly in maturity, interests, and general level of development. Rates of progress also differ from one subject to another. Thus, one child may be learning more rapidly in reading than in mathematics; another may have good vocabulary but may be weak in spelling; and so on. Testing can be of help in discovering strengths and weaknesses and in diagnosing reasons for difficulties.

Individual student test results and a narrative description explaining the test results will be sent home with each student. Parents are encouraged to discuss test results with their children and visit with the classroom teacher if an additional explanation is needed.

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS)

The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) are a set of standardized, individually administered measures of early literacy development. They are designed to be short (one minute) fluency measures used to regularly monitor the development of pre-reading and early reading skills. Students in K-3 are assessed three times per school year.

The measures were developed upon the essential early literacy domains discussed in both the National Reading Panel (2000) and National Research Council (1998) reports to assess student development of phonological awareness, alphabetic understanding, and automaticity and fluency with the code. Each measure has been thoroughly researched and demonstrated to be reliable and valid indicators of early literacy development and predictive of later reading proficiency to aid in the early identification of students who are not progressing as expected. When used as recommended, the results can be used to evaluate individual student development as well as provide grade-level feedback toward validated instructional objectives.

Iowa Collaborative Assessment Module (ICAM)

The ICAM assessment is given to students in grades 4, 8, and 11. These are standardized tests that allow the district to compare results with other school districts in the state. Unlike ITBS and ITEDS where the results are compared to state and national norms, ICAM results were normed for the state of Iowa.

HEALTH INFORMATION
HEALTH SERVICES
The primary object of school health services as provided by our professional school nurse is to strengthen the educational process of children and youth by assisting them to improve or adapt to their health status. In cases of illness, the child should stay home to preserve their health and the health of other students. If a child becomes ill at school, he/she will be taken to the nurse’s office. Parents will be notified to pick up the child at the school. Students will be sent home for temperatures, persistent headaches, and flu symptoms. Parents should make arrangements to pick up their child as soon as possible after being notified by the school. Parents will be notified of injuries on school grounds and the supervisor of that activity will complete an accident report.  IN CASE OF EXTREME EMERGENCY-911 WILL BE CALLED AND THE PARENTS WILL BE NOTIFIED.

MEDICATION POLICY
Whenever possible, the parent or guardian should make arrangements so that medication can be administered at home, before and after school. However, the school recognizes that some students may require medication be given during the school day. Medications will be administered only when the following requirements are met (state law).

1. The school and school personnel are NOT permitted to supply aspirin or Tylenol nor other medications for internal use.

2. No medication will be administered without written consent from the child’s parent or legal guardian.

3. A parental signature signed and dated on a statement requesting and authorizing school personnel to administer the medication in accord with the prescription or parent request shall be filed at school. A sample form is available on the next page.
PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION AND REQUIRED LAWS
Prescription medication must be brought to the school in a container provided and properly labeled by the dispensing pharmacist with the physician’s order for the medication. Proper labeling for school containers includes:

· Name of Student

· Name of Physician

· Prescription number and date prescribed

· Name and address of pharmacy

· Directions for administration and time(s) to be given at school

· Special storage instructions (i.e. refrigeration required)
NON-PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS
Non-prescription or over-the-counter medications must be in the original manufacturer’s container and labeled with the student’s name. The parental request accompanying the medication must specify when the medication is to be given and the dosage for the individual student. School personnel will not exceed the recommended dosage or frequency the medication can be given as stated on the label. The nurse may also determine that an over-the-counter medication order by a parent could be detrimental to the student. In this case, the registered nurse may refuse to administer the medication and will inform the parent of the reason in writing.

STORAGE OF MEDICATION
All medication including over-the-counter (i.e. Aspirin and Tylenol) will be locked in a cabinet in the nurse’s office until the student requires the medication. Only appropriate personnel shall have access to the locked cabinet.

MEDICATION PERMISSION FORM

The Stanton Community School District requires that all students who need medication during school hours must do the following:

1.  Present a written and dated request consent form signed by the parent.

2.  Bring the medication in the original prescription bottle, properly labeled by a registered pharmacist as prescribed by law. (Ask the pharmacy for 2 bottles)

Long term medication may be given by the school district personnel provided that the prescribing physician completes the district medication form.

Name of Student:  











Date of Birth:  











Grade:  












************************************************************************

TO BE COMPLETED BY PHYSICIAN

Name of medication:  











Specific time(s) and dose(s) to be given at school:  







Are there any restrictions?  


  If yes, what and how long?  




Printed name of Physician:  










Signature of Physician:  










Date:  












************************************************************************

TO BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/GUARDIAN

I, 






, give my permission for my child to receive the above medication as directed at school.

Parent/Guardian Signature:  










Telephone Number:  











Date:  












*All medications will be sent home with the student on the last day of the school year.  If you do not want the medication sent home with the student, it is the parent’s responsibility to pick it up in the office on the last day of school.
      Parent’s inititals ________________ acknowledge that they have read/understand the above policy.

